
To the readers of the Livingston Post and residents of Howell and the surrounding area: 
 
Recently, I had an exchange on Twitter with then-U.S. Senate candidate, now-U.S. House of 
Representatives candidate, Republican Lena Epstein, after pointing out her apparent support on 
social media of the notorious and disgusting Nazi, David Duke,1 as well as the unapologetic racist 
and accused pedophile, Ted Nugent. Regrettably, during a portion of that exchange, I referenced 
Howell as the “Home of the KKK.” It was later brought to my attention that reference was not 
accurate, and I would like to say that I regret any offense I may have given to the hardworking, 
welcoming, and great people who live in and around Howell. 
 
I do, however, believe it’s important to explain the origin of my reference. You see, according to 
Buddy Moorehouse, former editor of the Livingston County Press in Howell, Robert E. Miles, the 
Grand Dragon of the Michigan Ku Klux Klan and a white supremacist who conspired to bomb 
school buses in an attempt to stop the integration of public schools in Michigan “made his home 
– quite publicly – in Livingston County. He moved to Howell in the early 1960s and later settled 
on a farm in Cohoctah Township, where he held cross-burnings and other hate rallies through 
the years.”  
 
Mr. Moorehouse does a great job explaining the factual origins of why the area is known for 
having such a reputation during that period of time. For years after Grand Dragon Miles died, the 
hate rallies he hosted on his farm were still held and newsworthy incidents of racial intolerance 
continued to take place, including cross-burnings, a KKK memorabilia rally in 2005 scheduled to 
take place on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, and racist tweets from the all-white boys’ 
high school basketball team in 2014 after beating a team with both black and white players.  
 
Unfortunately, as these incidents continued to occur in the Howell area over the years, news 
reports covering them have unintentionally reinforced the narrative of Howell having a racist 
past and that it continues to the present. That I inadvertently played a part in perpetuating that 
misguided reputation is something I’m sincerely grateful to Mr. Moorehouse and others for 
pointing out and allowing me the opportunity to set the record straight while showing it’s okay 
to admit if you misspoke. I encourage folks to do more of both – have a civil dialogue about the 
facts and be willing to admit if you made an inaccurate statement or if you are wrong.  
 
Now, I hope the editor of this publication and the members of the Howell Chamber of 
Commerce will join me in calling for Lena Epstein to come clean about her social media activity 
while denouncing the support of Ted Nugent, an individual who openly supports the very same 
bigoted beliefs touted by David Duke but strongly opposed by decent people everywhere.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brandon Dillon,  
Michigan Democratic Party Chair 

                                                      
1 If I’m not mistaken, the investigation into that alleged incident is still ongoing. 
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